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Abstract: The concept of person contained in “original position” is quite

controversial in Rawls’ s theory of justice. Some critics believe that the original
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position is just a metaphysical hypothesis, and the conception of person in it is too
abstract and empty. In fact, as a thought experiment, its original position aims to
highly generalize and simulate the scene how justice principles emerge. According
to Rawls, principles of justice should be the construction of free, equal, “reasonable ”
and “rational” individuals under fair and reciprocal conditions. It is a product
of decision-making process, and is not based on abstract concept of person, but
determined by citizens’ normative concepts. The actions of the various parties in
original position are not only driven by individuals’ general desires, but also by the
highest-level interests and ultimate goals of their moral abilities. This conception
of person lacks neither motivational elements nor rational desires. Although
the constraints of original position are theoretically hypothetical, the contents
embodied and reflected in it are our inner convictions, which are also consensus
rooted in public culture. In addition, original position inspires and helps each of
us to recognize our own fundamental identity and overall needs. The principles of
justice reached in it are not only with desirability, but also with feasibility.
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