AL B YRR
At ay ol Foe2E iy RO )

*

841

W OE: PESRBRA G EILFET — AN A G ARBUT LA
EAS RIBEBAG B R BILFF AP IZAHFHORTREL. FPEAL T
AR FE AR LR R AR, #E R T8 ES A LRk,
R — MR AN RRH— AR RaBARiETF. dibtE
XA T AL A A M, BB A, Ho R FGR A 5 5 RAUL
Hig, o R FEABGREHANGRERA . =% §LE I RIL—A
SR J 6 P AR R RO ARST, B B BUS KPR E B A AZ ] F
B RIER N & ERAR ST . AT IFANL T -G HF BAR ) AL B R
AR, P T WP RS LR,

K RIS BAEAKAR; BB EAE B Rk a8%W

Abstract: Chinese people’s fear of primitive power, resulting from the chaos

of Tianxia when dynasties repeatedly collapsed in the long history of China, creates
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the perception of an idealized authoritative government. This unrestricted idealized
notion of authority throughout Chinese history constructed the supreme power
position of emperor as an ultimate power ruler who does not tolerate any political
rivalry and power competition. To strengthen and defend the idealised authority,
China has developed three corresponding perceptions of power: ritual power, moral
power and governance power, so that the idealised authority can control primitive
power effectively from etiquette, morality and governance ability. The three
perceptions of power aims to establish and strengthen a strong central authority
maintaining political order, and preventing political disorder from returning to
a state where primitive power prevails in struggle among people. This article
critiques and supplements Lucian Pye’s research on Chinese political culture and
political psychology, and proposes the four types of power in the context of China.
Key words: Primitive power, Idealized authority, Etiquette, Morality, Governance
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