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Abstract: Liu Zongyuan’s investigation on the impact of “public” and
“private” in political life elevates the consideration of the division and interaction
between politics and morality to a very high theoretical level. This understanding
makes Liu Zongyuan’s analysis of “human” no longer focuses on the good or evil
of human nature, but takes “ambition” and “insight” as the criteria for judging
the good and the foolish, which is an important prerequisite for effective social

governance. Consequently, the influence of moral dimension is reintegrated
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into political life. Compared with Han Yu and Li Ao who prefer to explore
psychological problems, Liu Zongyuan regards “li min ji wu” as the focus of his
thinking in response to the social crisis in the mid-Tang Dynasty, and the basic
judgments that “Tao is in matters” and “reason and matter are the same” have been
formed in his acceptance of Buddhist thought, which lays a theoretical foundation
for the acquisition of realistic character of “ambition” and “insight”.

Key words: Liu Zongyuan, Feudalism, Politics and morality, Ambition and

insight, Reason and matter
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