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Abstract: Yi Zhou Shu is one of the most important historical documents about
countries in the Western Zhou period. A significant part of Yi Zhou Shu was written
by people in the Zhou Dynasty who truly recorded their own countries at that time,
and the rest chapters of the book were written by people in the Spring and Autumn

Period and Warring States Period retrospecting things happened in the Zhou
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Dynasty. Generally speaking, Yi Zhou Shu reflected the image of states in the heart
of the literati-officialdom class in the Pre-Qin period. From a political perspective,
the image of states that was constructed and described by literati and officialdom in
the Pre-Qin period in Yi Zhou Shu has the following characteristics: Zhou Dynasty
contains all components of the traditional country and can be considered as an
advanced form of the traditional polity; hierarchy is the nature of public order and
political life for all the Western Zhou countries; the Etiquette-Law system was very
mature at that time, and became the benchmark for political evaluation; states in
the Zhou Dynasty have powerful functions and wide scopes, and even the rudiment
of totalism as a state-governing style has emerged; in addition to maintaining
hierarchy, the Zhou Regime had the capacity to collect taxes and to provide basic
public service for the society; rule by virtue and rule by force were very influential
to rulers for Zhou Dynasty, and rule by virtue became the ideal ruling approach at
that time; Zhou regime paid very close attention to diplomacy and foreign affairs,
and had relatively systematic international-strategic thoughts.

Key words: Yi Zhou Shu, Western Zhou, State, Hierarchy, the Etiquette-Law
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