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Abstract: Qian Duansheng was unique among the liberal intellectuals during
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the Republican era. He had deep concern for his country, and played the twin roles
of political scientist and public intellectual throughout his life. As a public intellec-
tual, Qian not only believed in “ethics of conviction,” but also believed in “ethics
of responsibility.” By trying to find a nuanced balance among the two, he became
a liberal intellectual with deep care for the real world. He experienced two major

changes between 1930s and 1940s. His support of benevolent authoritarianism first
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changed to the support of a united government, and then further changed to the
support of the Communist government. There were also consistency among his
changes, that was his pursuit of changes with political order and the emphasis on
the state as the central authority. Qian’s life represented the depth and also limits of
Chinese intellectual thinking.

Key words: Qian Daunsheng, Liberalism, Authoritarianism, Intellectual
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